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by Monseigneur the Bishop to establish Missions on
the Missisipi, passed through here. We received
them as well as we were able, lodging them in our
own house, and sharing with them what we could
possess amid a scarcity as great as that which prevailed
in the village throughout the year. On leaving, we
also induced them to take seven sacks of corn that
we had left, concealing our poverty from them, so
that they might have less objection to receiving
what we offered them. In another of our Missions,
we also fed two of their people during the whole of
last winter.

As these Gentlemen did not know the Ilinois lan-
guage, we gave them a collection of prayers, and a
translation of the catechism, with the notes that we
have been able to make upon that language, in order
to help them to learn it. In fine, we showed them
every possible attention and kindness.

Entreat God, my Reverend Father, to grant me
the grace of being faithful to him, and of fulfilling
here his designs regarding me for the advancement
of his glory, and the entire conversion of these
people, whom he has been pleased to confide to our
care.

I remain,
My Reverend Father,
Your very humble and
obedient servant,
GABRIEL MAREST, S.]J.



